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The relations between the phenomena of old age and established or supposed changes in the testis have been the subject of many investigations. It It appears that the senile testicle which is no longer spermatogenetic, and the endocrine function of which has declined, can be reactivated by the injection of gonadotropic hormones. Thus the testicle gives a further instance of an organ in which the absolute age does not necessarily involve the conditions which normally occur at this age. These conditions appear to be determined mainly by the gonadotrope hormones.
It cannot be concluded as yet at what age reactivation is still possible, and many other questions obviously arising must be referred to future experimentation.
Among them is the question whether reactivation of the genital system is possible by testicular grafts as has been reported by many authors, a question which has been much discussed.
Since it appears that the inactivity of the senile testicle is mainly due to a lack of peripheric conditions necessary for its internal secretion, it is not clear how the addition of further testicular grafts should alter these conditions, since the graft would be supplied not better than the testes of the host itself.
Summary.
The injection of cestrogenic extract from anterior lobe and human placenta causes reactivation of 'the senile testicle in which spermatogenesis was either completely lacking or greatly reduced.
The extracts also induce renewed endocrine function and thus lead to a recurrence of the function of the genital glands which depend on testicular hormone.
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